
 
 

2020 Great Words, Great Works 
 

Each book on our 2020 Great Words, Great Works reading list is given a "Bee" rating based 
on the challenge the book will likely provide to the reader. Books rated "One Bee" are great for 
emerging readers, and the level of challenge progresses through "Two Bee" and "Three Bee."  The 
Scripps National Spelling Bee selects Great Words, Great Works titles annually for the richness of 
their vocabulary and for their stories' ability to spark the intellect and the imagination. All words on 
the 2020 School Spelling Bee Study List may be found in the pages of these books. Happy reading! 

ONE BEE  
• Curiosity: The Story of a Mars Rover by Markus Motum 
• Houndsley and Catina by James Howe 
• Zoey and Sassafras: Monsters and Mold by Asia Citro 
• Fergus and Zeke at the Science Fair by Kate Messner 
• The Sandwich Thief by André Marois 
• The Magician’s Hat by Malcolm Mitchell 

TWO BEE  
• The Big, Bold, Adventurous Life of Lavinia Warren by Elizabeth Raum 
• When the Sky Breaks: Hurricanes, Tornadoes, and the Worst Weather in the World 

by Simon Winchester 
• Ava and Pip by Carol Weston 
• Winterhouse by Ben Guterson 
• Louisiana’s Way Home by Kate DiCamillo 
• Finding Langston by Lesa Cline-Ransome 

THREE BEE  

• Racing Manhattan by Terence Blacker 
• This Promise of Change: One Girl’s Story in the Fight for School Equality by Jo Ann 

Allen Boyce 
• The Truth as Told by Mason Buttle by Leslie Connor 
• The Night Diary by Veera Hiranandani 
• The Disappearing Spoon: And Other True Tales of Rivalry, Adventure, and the 

History of the World from the Periodic Table of the Elements (Young Readers 
Edition) by Sam Kean 

• Shadowshaper by Daniel José Older 

https://www.amazon.com/Curiosity-Story-Rover-Markus-Motum/dp/0763695041/ref=sr_1_5?ie=UTF8&qid=1550696545&sr=8-5&keywords=curiosity
https://www.amazon.com/Houndsley-Catina-Candlewick-James-Howe/dp/0763666386/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1550696581&sr=8-1&keywords=houndsley+and+catina
https://www.amazon.com/Monsters-Mold-Zoey-Sassafras-Citro/dp/1943147140/ref=sr_1_4?ie=UTF8&qid=1550696623&sr=8-4&keywords=zoey+and+sassafras+books
https://www.amazon.com/Fergus-Zeke-at-Science-Fair/dp/0763678473/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1550696678&sr=8-1&keywords=fergus+and+zeke+at+the+science+fair
https://www.amazon.com/Sandwich-Thief-Andre-Marois/dp/1452146594/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1550696731&sr=8-1&keywords=the+sandwich+thief
https://www.amazon.com/Magicians-Hat-Malcolm-Mitchell/dp/1338114549/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1550696768&sr=8-1&keywords=the+magician%27s+hat
https://www.amazon.com/Bold-Adventurous-Life-Lavinia-Warren/dp/0912777508/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1550696797&sr=8-1&keywords=lavinia+warren
https://www.amazon.com/When-Sky-Breaks-Hurricanes-Smithsonian/dp/0451476352/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1550696835&sr=8-1&keywords=when+the+sky+breaks
https://www.amazon.com/Ava-Pip-Carol-Weston/dp/1492601837/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1550696876&sr=8-1&keywords=ava+and+pip
https://www.amazon.com/Winterhouse-Ben-Guterson/dp/1250123887/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1550696899&sr=8-1&keywords=winterhouse
https://www.amazon.com/Louisianas-Way-Home-Kate-DiCamillo/dp/0763694630/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1550696942&sr=8-1&keywords=louisiana%27s+way+home
https://www.amazon.com/Finding-Langston-Lesa-Cline-Ransome/dp/0823439607/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1550696968&sr=8-1&keywords=finding+langston
https://www.amazon.com/Racing-Manhattan-Terence-Blacker/dp/0763692735/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1550697137&sr=8-1&keywords=racing+manhattan
https://www.amazon.com/This-Promise-Change-School-Equality/dp/1681198525/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1550697001&sr=8-1&keywords=the+promise+of+change
https://www.amazon.com/Truth-Told-Mason-Buttle/dp/0062491431/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1550697105&sr=8-1&keywords=mason+buttle
https://www.amazon.com/Night-Diary-Veera-Hiranandani/dp/0735228515/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1550697203&sr=8-1&keywords=the+night+diary
https://www.amazon.com/Disappearing-Spoon-Adventure-Periodic-Elements/dp/0316388289/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1550697043&sr=8-2&keywords=the+disappearing+spoon
https://www.amazon.com/Disappearing-Spoon-Adventure-Periodic-Elements/dp/0316388289/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1550697043&sr=8-2&keywords=the+disappearing+spoon
https://www.amazon.com/Disappearing-Spoon-Adventure-Periodic-Elements/dp/0316388289/ref=sr_1_2?ie=UTF8&qid=1550697043&sr=8-2&keywords=the+disappearing+spoon
https://www.amazon.com/Shadowshaper-Cypher-Book-1/dp/133803247X/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1550697174&sr=8-1&keywords=shadowshaper+by+daniel+jose+older

